The format for notification to an affected Party of a proposed activity under article 3 of the Convention was adopted by the Meeting of the Parties to the Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context by 
Decision I/4 at its first meeting held in Oslo from 18 to 20 May 1998. 
[bookmark: _Hlk35011178]This document contains excerpt from Annex to Decision I/4 (Table 1) and can only be used in conjunction with the full text of Decision I/4 and not as a stand-alone document.




Notification to an affected Party of a proposed activity 
under article 3 of the Convention

	1.  INFORMATION ON THE PROPOSED ACTIVITY

	(i) Information on the nature of the proposed activity

	Type of activity proposed
	Construction and Operation of a Wind Farm (WFP) and its accompanying facilities

	Is the proposed activity listed in appendix I to the Convention?
	Yes                 No



	Scope of proposed activity 
(e.g. main activity and any/all peripheral activities requiring assessment)
	Construction and operation of a Wind Farm of 14 wind turbines / Control Center / underground internal medium voltage line connecting the wind turbines to the Control Center / underground external medium voltage line connecting the Control Center  to an existing Substation / development of a network of access roads.

	Scale of proposed activity
(e.g. size, production capacity)
	14 Wind turbines, each with a nominal capacity of 4,2 MW, the underground MV line connecting the WTs to the Control Center (internal MV network) approximately 11.1 km long / external underground MV line, approximately 10,99 km long along existing road networks / road network development (new roads and improvements to existing ones) total 17,9 km.
The total installed capacity of 58,8 MW, production capacity 154 GWh.

	Description of proposed activity
(e.g. technology used)
	Renewable Energy Sources (RES) / Wind power generation

	Description of purpose of proposed activity
	Electricity production by Renewable Energy Sources (RES)

	Rationale for proposed activity 
(e.g. socio-economic basis, physical geographic basis)
	The proposed wind farm project is a significant investment in clean energy (RES) and will contribute to efforts to address climate change and reduce energy dependence on fossil fuels, thereby contributing to the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions.

	Additional information/comments
	

	(ii) Information on the spatial and temporal boundaries of the proposed activity

	Location
	The project is located at the site "OXEILA" within the Municipal District of “Agistro and Achladochori”, in the Municipality of Sintiki, Regional Unit of Serres. 

	Description of the location (e.g. physical-geographic characteristics, socio-economic characteristics)
	The wind turbines (WT) of this Wind Farm are positioned along an area expanding from the northeast, near the Greek-Bulgarian border, toward the southwest. 
The wind farm is located in an area where anthropogenic activities are limited and not intense. The nearest settlements are located at a notable distance of over 3 km (the boundary of the nearest settlement is 3,78 km away). The next closest settlement is "Achladochori," located 4,95 km southeast of WT06. In Bulgaria, the villages "Lehovo" and "Goleshovo" are located 5,07 km northwest of WT08 and 5,99 km north-northeast of WT14, respectively. The project generally meets the required distances for residential activities, as set by the National Spatial Planning and Sustainable Development Framework for Renewable Energy Sources.
The project area partially falls within protected areas under national legislation (Law 3937/2011). Specifically, it partially overlaps with the boundaries of two Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) of the Natura 2000 European network and with Zone B of the Kerkini Lake National Park, while it is outside the boundaries of Important Bird Areas (IBA).
More specifically, part of Polygon B, which includes the foundation sites for WTs 12, 13, and 14 as well as a section of the Construction Site Facilities area, lies within the Special Area of Conservation named “Peaks of Orvilos Mountain” (code GR1260005) of the Natura 2000 network. Additionally, access road branches “18” through “24” to the proposed wind farm lie within the Special Area of Conservation named “Lake Kerkini – Krousia – Peaks of Beles Mountain, Agistro – Charopo” (code GR1260001). The proposed wind farm is located beyond the designated priority natural habitat areas.
Furthermore, the above-mentioned access road branches (“18” to “24”) are located within the boundaries of Protection Zone B of the Kerkini Lake wetland, as defined under national legislation (Ministerial Decision No. 66272/25-06-1993).
Within Bulgarian territory and along the borders with Greece, the following Special Area of Conservation (SACs) of the Natura 2000 network are located: BG0002078 "Slavyanka", BG0002072 "Melnishki piramidi", BG0002098 "Rupite"
The wind farm is located entirely within forested areas, apart from a section of the external MV interconnection network's route.

	Rationale for location of proposed activity
(e.g. socio-economic basis, physical-geographic basis)
	The project's location at "OXEILA" was selected after careful consideration of alternative sites, considering environmental, technical, and social factors, as well as available climate change projections, aiming to minimize potential impacts and maximize the efficiency of the wind farm, thus enhancing its contribution to clean energy.
The location of the proposed wind farm is outside the established boundaries of settlements or approved urban or other regulatory plans (e.g., General Urban Plans, Land Use Plans, etc.).
The wind farm is located in an area where anthropogenic activities are limited and not intense.
In the area proposed for the installation of the WF, there are no declared archaeological sites, designated cultural monuments, historic places, or traditional settlements.
The proposed wind farm is located beyond the designated priority natural habitat areas.
A Special Ecological Assessment (SEA) was conducted based on a comprehensive review of literature and field observations from January to December 2024. This study included all necessary data collection and assessments to evaluate the project's potential impacts on the local protected area, the nearest SPAs, and the neighboring Bulgarian SAC "Sreden Pirin – Alibotush" (code BG0001028), in accordance with applicable legislation.
The cumulative impacts of the project, in synergy with other related projects in the area, are considered insignificant, provided that the appropriate mitigation measures are implemented. Therefore, no significant negative impacts on the natural environment are expected at a transboundary level. Any potential impacts on the natural environment, particularly on protected areas, are primarily confined to Greek territory and are limited to the construction phase.

	Time frame for proposed activity
(e.g. start and duration of construction and operation)
	It is estimated that the construction of the project will take 12 months.

	Maps and other pictorial documents connected with the information on the proposed activity
	Attached:
Drawing 15.1: Orientation Map
Drawing 15.2: Project Study Area

	Additional information/comments
	Regarding the cross-border impacts, both the EIS and SEA conclude that no significant negative impacts are expected at a transboundary level, whether for environmental impacts in general or vulnerability to climate change or accident risks. Any anticipated impacts are mainly localized and confined to the project installation area within the Greek territory.

	(iii) Information on expected environmental impacts and proposed mitigation measures

	Scope of assessment
(e.g. consideration of: cumulative impacts, evaluation of alternatives, sustainable development issues, impact of peripheral activities)
	Impacts related to: morphological & landscape characteristics, geological, tectonic and soil characteristics, natural environment (Flora, Fauna, Avifauna, Ecosystems, Habitats), man-made environment, cultural heritage, socio-economic environment, technical infrastructure, atmospheric environment - air quality, acoustic environment & vibrations, electromagnetic fields, water resources, Vulnerability to major accidents and disasters, Vulnerability to Climate Change, Climate resilience, Sinergistic / Cumulative impacts from all projects in the study area, evaluation of alternatives.

	Expected environmental impacts of proposed activity
(e.g. types, locations, magnitudes)
	Positive impact on climate by avoiding the emission of 1,869,707.05 tons of CO2 equivalent (CO2eq) during its construction and operation phases, contributing to a reduction in pollutant emissions by displacing energy production from conventional means that rely on fossil fuels & helping the country achieve its environmental goals and international commitments while also upholding the principles of sustainable development.

While acknowledging potential vulnerabilities to hazards such as forest fires, specific adaptation and risk management measures have been designed to ensure the long-term and safe operation of the project.

No significant visual impact on the characteristics and physiognomy of the immediate and wider area is expected, given that no other wind farms have been licensed in the area and the project is located at a sufficient distance from the nearest settlements. This conclusion is valid despite the mountainous terrain, which allows the visibility of the wind turbines from a long distance. The sparse arrangement of the WTs (in terms of distance between them) also limits visual disturbance, thus reducing the estimated impacts.

The impacts on the geological, tectonic, and soil characteristics of the area are considered moderate and limited to the construction phase of the project and are considered partially reversible because, once the construction phase is complete, all temporary site installations will be removed, and the affected areas will be fully restored and rehabilitated. As a result, no further impacts are expected during the operation phase.

During the construction phase, the direct impact on vegetation will be a result of land clearing for project infrastructure. The affected areas include roads, turbine platforms, and the construction of a control center site. The whole project is located in Greece territory 

Of the 14 turbines, three (turbines 12, 13, and 14) are planned to be installed within the boundaries of the Special Area of Conservation (SAC) "Peaks of Mount Orvilos." It is noted that none of these turbines are located within habitat types of Annex I of Directive 92/43/EEC, or within “priority habitats”. Regarding ancillary works, only a very small section of the access road and the platforms for turbines 13 and 14 are located within habitat type 9150. This affected area covers less than 1 ha (approximately 0,7 ha), which constitutes only 0,26% of the total 268,5 ha of habitat 9150 found within the studied SAC. Habitat 9150 is not a priority habitat of Annex I of Directive 92/43/EEC.

The impact is permanent for the surfaces permanently occupied during the operation phase, but it remains strictly limited to the immediate footprint of the proposed works. The construction of the project is expected to have moderately adverse impacts on the flora and vegetation within the project area. These impacts are partially manageable with appropriate mitigation measures, partly reversible, and are considered short-term in the wider area but locally long-term. The EIS indicates that regarding habitats, the wind farm is not expected to reduce the spatial extent of, or cause fragmentation of, the habitat types within adjacent Natura 2000 sites, nor is it expected to affect their representativeness or conservation status. It is important to note that none of the project’s interventions take place in priority habitats.

The impacts on habitats are expected to be minor in relation to the overall habitat extent within the study area. The localized interventions at the turbine sites are not expected to significantly affect existing habitats, whereas the construction of new roads will have moderate impacts. During the construction phase, noise levels are expected to increase, but not significantly, potentially leading to the temporary displacement of fauna due to disturbance, without causing other major impacts. According to the EIS, with respect to the recorded mammal species, the construction is not expected to cause significant or permanent disturbance or adverse impacts. Following the completion of the works, the area will be restored for fauna use without major changes, provided that the recommended mitigation measures are implemented. "Recorded mammals mostly have high adaptability to human impact and their activity or habitat integrity is not expected to be significantly disrupted. These species are common in Greece (e.g., hare, fox). The project is not expected to significantly impact the area for the wolf. The wolf is listed in Annex V of the Directive (only wildcat besides bats belong to Annex IV). Therefore, the presence of the project is not expected to deter the wolf's occasional presence. In this type of project, the construction phase generally involves greater disturbance than the operational phase due to the nature of the works. Consequently, the species is expected to be more significantly affected during the construction phase.
The proposed project is located within the brown bear' distribution range. The brown bear is the only recorded mammal species (excluding bats) belonging to Annex II of Directive 92/43/EEC and is a priority species. The pressures/threats are related to the degradation, loss, and fragmentation of suitable habitat for the brown bear. The habitat in the broader area of the proposed project site is already subject to anthropogenic influence, as evidenced by the existing network of forest and rural roads and cultivated lands. Additionally, only a very small portion of the planned new road construction will take place within the protected area, specifically, the access road connecting the three wind turbines that are located within the protected zone. Moreover, this road does not cross any priority habitat types. The presence of the wind farm is not expected to deter the occasional presence of the brown bear in the area. Any effects that may arise are likely to be minor, especially since the species' presence in a landscape with significant pre-existing human activity often results in negative outcomes for the species (e.g., damage to crops, attacks on livestock, collisions with vehicles, and so on).
The Balkan chamois (Rupicapra rupicapra balcanica) is another important fauna species of interest. This subspecies, found in the Balkan Peninsula, are listed in Annex II and Annex IV of Directive 92/43/EEC. The species was not observed during the fieldwork phase of this study (45 field-person-days between January 2024 and December 2024) and the broader project area, due to its relatively low elevation, is not considered part of the species’ native range.
No significant direct impacts on bats are expected within the study area The bats, based on field surveys and a review of the existing literature, it has been concluded that the proposed project is located outside areas with important bat roosting caves and significant foraging zones. Furthermore, the project site is located at a considerable distance from their protected areas and foraging zones.
Regarding amphibians, no significant presence was detected within the study area due to the absence of water bodies, which are essential for species requiring special attention or protection.
Of the reptiles, only the two tortoise species, Hermann's Tortoise (Testudo hermanni) and Spur-thighed Tortoise (Testudo graeca), are listed in Annex II and Annex IV of Directive 92/43/EEC. The project is not estimated to be a threat for these species. 
As for other fauna, particularly invertebrates, the study concludes that the construction and operation of the project are not expected to cause any impact on their populations or conservation status. Temporary disturbance is considered fully reversible and short-term, with no risk of habitat fragmentation. Once the construction phase is completed, natural recolonization of temporarily disturbed areas will be possible, and no further interventions will be needed during the operational phase of the project.
Therefore, considering that the project area may be occasionally used by important and protected fauna species (excluding avifauna), even if they are not directly associated with the study area, the impacts from the construction of the wind farm on the local fauna can be considered of moderate intensity, limited in duration, and partially reversible upon completion of the works

Regarding Avifauna, during the construction phase of the wind farm, due to increased noise levels, heightened human presence, and the emission of dust and pollutants, avian species in the immediate vicinity of the project area are expected to relocate to adjacent areas. These surrounding areas are extensive and offer similar habitat characteristics. Upon completion of the construction phase, avian species are expected to return to the area. For other ecological functions, such as foraging, no significant impacts are anticipated due to the wide availability of suitable habitats in the broader area. Given that the construction phase is of limited duration, the associated impacts on avifauna are generally assessed as being of moderate intensity, localized, short-term, and reversible.
These impacts are anticipated to be localized and will not cause fragmentation of priority habitats that are vital for maintaining the ecosystem's integrity. Furthermore, most of these impacts are short-term (lasting only for the construction period), while some are permanent, such as the construction of wind turbine foundation spots and road network interventions. Finally, some of these impacts can be mitigated through the implementation of appropriate measures.

Operation Phase
Neutral impacts on flora and habitats are expected during the operational phase of the project.
During the operational phase, a small portion of the surrounding fauna may be affected by noise and lighting (for flight safety reasons) from the wind turbines, resulting in their displacement from the installation area. Furthermore, since the WF site is not fenced, there will be no isolation or reduced mobility of terrestrial fauna in the area. Consequently, barrier effects on terrestrial fauna are considered negligible.
According to the Environmental Impact Study (EIS), the mammal species recorded in the study area are predominantly species with high adaptability to human disturbances. Their activity will not be disturbed, nor will vital habitat be lost to an extent that affects their presence, population, or the integrity of their habitat. These species are common throughout much of Greece and have satisfactory (e.g., hare) or particularly large populations (e.g., fox).
Regarding the wolf (Canis lupus), the wind farm’s presence is not expected to deter the occasional presence of the wolf, though potential conflicts with humans (e.g., vehicle collisions) may have negative effects on the species.
Regarding the brown bear (Ursus arctos), the impacts for the operational phase, are estimated to fall under the medium-intensity pressure/threat associated with wind farm construction and operation. In any case, the presence of the wind farm is not expected to deter the occasional presence of the brown bear in the area.

In conclusion, the EIS and SEA state that the wider installation area is a human-influenced habitat, as confirmed by the existing road network of forest and agricultural roads and cultivated lands. The installation is not expected to significantly impact the area. As with the wolf, the presence of the wind farm is not expected to deter the occasional presence of the brown bear, though the bear's presence in human-dominated areas (existing before the project) can often have negative effects due to human-wildlife conflicts (crop damage, livestock attacks and vehicle collisions).
Regarding the chamois (Rupicapra rupicapra), accessibility to its habitat will not increase due to the project, and no habitat loss is expected, as the habitats within the project footprint and the field research area are not suitable for this species.
Regarding bats, the EIS and SEA indicate no significant impacts from the project's installation. The site is located at a distance from protected areas or important foraging zones for bats. Additional mitigation measures are also proposed to further minimize any potential, albeit low, negative impacts.
The project's operation and associated works are not expected to significantly affect turtle or reptile populations.
About other fauna, particularly invertebrates, the EIS and SEA conclude that the project's operation will not affect populations or their conservation status.
Generally, the most sensitive species (e.g., small mammals) may be displaced by short distances from noise and light sources, as these factors disturb them.
Consequently, the project's impacts are assessed as weak, negative, direct and indirect, localized, partially mitigable, and partially reversible.
These conclusions are based not only on estimates but on field data presented in the Special Ecological Assessment (SEA).
Regarding the avifauna, a detailed field survey and risk assessment was carried out within the framework of the EIA & SEA. 
For the risk assessment were considered the estimates of the sensitivity of avifauna to wind farms based on the European Commission 2010 guidelines and data. Also, the assessment of the SEA study was based on observations and field records.
So, the risk assessment has been done for the species that are included in the European Commission 2010 Guide and were observed during fieldwork, as well as other species of interest in the area that were observed during fieldwork by the study team and not included in the above guide. Thus, important bird species (Aquila chrysaetos, Hieraetus pennatus, Circus cyaneus, Circus aeruginosus, Circus pygargus, Circaetus gallicus, Falco peregrinus, Falco naumanni, Pelecanus onocrotalus, Caprimulgus europaeus, Lanius collurio, Lullula arborea, Alectoris graeca,  Melanocorypha calandra, Leiopicus medius, Struciformes (Passeriformes)) were assessed, although many of them had very little or no presence in the study area. 
With regard to Aquila chrysaetos, a more stringent classification of Aquila chrysaetos in the risk category 'potential risk of impact' was followed, even though the species was recorded in only one individual crossing.
Of the raptor species observed in the study area during the field surveys, Circaetus gallicus is considered to face a theoretical risk of impact, as it appears to make use of the wider project site, possibly for foraging. Circaetus gallicus was classified, in terms of impact, in the risk category "evidence of impact risk".
With regard to Circus cyaneus, as for Aquila chrysaetos above, a more stringent classification of the species in the risk category "potential impact risk" was also followed, although the species was recorded in only three individual transects.
With regard to the raptor species Hieraaetus pennatus, Circus aeruginosus, Circus pygargus, Falco peregrinus, Falco naumanni, the probability of collision with the wind turbines of the project under study, based on all observations, is zero, and their presence in the wider project area during all fieldwork was minimal
With regard to Pelecanus onocrotalus, due to the characteristics of their flights (no flights within Zones A and B), no evidence was found to substantiate the possibility of significant impacts.
With regard to the very important scavenger - raptor species of interest, Neophron percnopterus, which was not recorded during the entire duration of this fieldwork, very low impact impacts of possible impacts are expected, as accidental movements of the species cannot be excluded.
Also, with regard to the very important scavenging species of interest, Gyps fulvus, which was not recorded during the entire duration of the present fieldwork, very low impact impacts are expected, as accidental movements of the species cannot be excluded. The production polygons of the project under study are located outside Gyps fulvus sensitivity zones.

With the adoption of the proposed strict mitigation measures, impacts on birds are expected to be mitigated.

Based on a comprehensive evaluation and summary in both EIS and SEA, the WF at the "OXEILA" site (upon the full implementation of mitigation measures):
•	is not expected to impede or disrupt progress toward the conservation objectives of Natura 2000 sites.
•	is not expected to reduce or fragment habitat types of Natura 2000 sites or affect their representativeness or conservation status.
•	is not expected to reduce species population sizes, affect the conservation status of habitats, cause habitat fragmentation, disrupt the balance of species, or affect isolation levels."
Therefore, the project's impacts are estimated to be of low-intensity negative (both direct and indirect), local, long-term, partially mitigable, and partially reversible.
The installation and operation of the project under study are not anticipated to cause changes in the existing anthropogenic activities and land uses of the wider area, which in the study area are mainly agriculture and livestock farming.

	Inputs
(e.g. raw material, power sources)
	Construction phase: concrete, cement, water, gravel, crushed stone, sand, fuel consumption (mainly Diesel).
Water consumption during construction (Preparation of concrete, Wetting of roads, squares for dust suppression, Washing of vehicles (concrete mixers/barrels) is estimated about 4,272.83 m3
Operational phase: material inputs relate to the basic needs of workers, supplies of spare parts and electromechanical components and materials, and fuel inputs for vehicles. The energy needs of the project are met through self-consumption & is estimated:185.431ΚWh/year.

	Outputs
(e.g. amounts and types of: emissions into the atmosphere, discharges into the water system, solid waste)
	The total emissions are estimated: during the construction phase  45.739,81 CO₂eq, during the operating phase are 10.507,80 CO₂eq & during Disposal and Recycling: CO₂e  5,562.95 CO₂eq. The operation of the project will result in the avoidance of emissions of 1,931,517.61 tn CO2eq over the entire period of its operation (25 years). Therefore, the total carbon footprint of the WF "OXEILA", for its entire life cycle, is negative and specifically calculated to be equal to - 1,869,707.05 tn CO2eq.
The liquid waste produced from washing the self-propelled mixers is estimated at a total of 1.728 m3. Excess earthworks for disposal are 95,17 m3.

	Transboundary impacts
(e.g. types, locations, magnitudes)
	Regarding the cross-border impacts, both the EIS and SEA conclude that no significant negative impacts are expected at a transboundary level, whether for environmental impacts in general or vulnerability to climate change or accident risks. Any anticipated impacts are mainly localized and confined to the project installation area within the Greek territory.
· No cross-border impacts on the microclimate are expected. The project's final carbon footprint is negative, contributing to climate change mitigation.
· The impacts on landscape characteristics are weak as the nearest settlements in the Bulgarian territory near the WF area are Lehovo (Лехово) at 5.07 km north-northwest of turbine 08 and Golesovo (Голесово) at 5.99 km northeast of turbine. Any visual impact is very small due to the apparent size of the WT at these distances. Additionally, no shadow flicker is created. The turbines (tower and rotor) will have a low-reflectance finish and therefore will not cause light reflection.  
· No cross-border negative impacts are expected from the construction and operation of the project related to geological, tectonic and soil characteristics.
· The Special Ecological Assessment (SEA) was conducted based on a comprehensive review of literature and field observations from January to December 2024. This study included all necessary data collection and assessments to evaluate the project's potential impacts on the local protected area, the nearest SPAs, and the neighboring Bulgarian SAC "Sreden Pirin – Alibotush" (code BG0001028), in accordance with applicable legislation.
Provided that all mitigation measures described in both the EIS and the SEA are fully implemented, the proposed project is assessed as
· unlikely to cause delay or interruption in achieving conservation objectives of the relevant Natura 2000 areas.
· unlikely to reduce the extent or fragment habitats of the Natura 2000 areas or affect their representativeness and conservation status.
· unlikely to reduce the population size of species or affect the conservation status of their habitats or fragment or affect species balance or isolation. 
· unlikely to cause changes in vital parameters (e.g. nutrient balance, soil degradation by erosion, dynamics of biotic and abiotic relations) that define the functioning of the respective Natura 2000 areas.
· unlikely to interact with predicted or expected natural changes in the Natura 2000 areas and the wider region.
· The cumulative impacts of the project, in synergy with other related projects in the area, are considered insignificant, provided that the appropriate mitigation measures are implemented. Therefore, no significant negative impacts on the natural environment are expected at a transboundary level. Any potential impacts on the natural environment, particularly on protected areas, are primarily confined to Greek territory and are limited to the construction phase.
· The installation and operation of the project aren't expected to change existing land uses or human activities (like cultivation and free-range grazing) within the broader study area. As a result, no impacts are anticipated either locally or at a transboundary level.
· No impacts on historic monuments or other cultural heritage sites are expected, either locally or across borders, from the project’s construction and operation. Specifically, in Bulgarian territory, the nearest archaeological sites are located more than 19 km to the north and west of the proposed wind farm project. These include the Medieval church "Saint Nicholas" in Melnik city and "Heraclea Sintica" between the "General Todorov" and "Rupite" settlements.
· During both the construction and operational phases, the technical infrastructure of the broader area will not be affected. There will be no impacts on infrastructure in Bulgaria, resulting in no transboundary impact.
· No significant negative impacts on the atmospheric environment are expected locally, and certainly none at a  transboundary level. The long-term impacts on air quality are considered positive and long-term.
· settlements in the broader area, including those at a transboundary level, are not expected to experience any noise impact from the wind turbines. The nearest settlement of Lehovo is in 5,07 km northwest of WT08.
· During the operational phase, the electromagnetic radiation emitted from the Medium and High Voltage Transmission Lines and the “Spileo” Substation will be negligible and non-ionizing. Consequently, no negative impacts are expected at a local or transboundary level.
· There will be no transboundary impact on water resources. This is because the main wind farm project is not being constructed within or near any water courses. Given the project's location on a ridge, there is no formed hydrological network in the project area.
· There is no risk of a serious accident or disaster that could lead to negative impacts, either locally or at a transboundary level.

	Proposed mitigation measures
(e.g. if known, mitigation measures to prevent, eliminate, minimize, compensate for environmental effects)
	In order to minimize potential environmental impacts and ensure the project's long-term sustainability, a series of measures have been planned. These include the implementation of an Environmental Management System and a Monitoring Program to continuously track environmental parameters and promptly address any issues.
The company is committed to the strict implementation of all environmental terms and measures and to the continuous improvement of its environmental performance.
Detailed mitigation measures are reported in the EIA and the Special Ecological Assessment (SEA).
Specifically, the actions for monitoring the indicator “Birdlife – fauna” are detailed in the proposed Monitoring Program for birdlife (Chapter 9 of the Special Ecological Assessment – SEA) and if required for bats also. A more detailed analysis is also included in the proposed mitigation and impact management measures in the Appropriate Impact Evaluation Study (Chapter 8 of the SEA).

	Additional information/comments
	The proposed project is more than a simple economic activity. It’s a significant contribution to tackling climate change and the transition to a low-carbon economy for a sustainable future.
The project helps in achievement of national targets for Renewable Energy Sources (RES) in line with European and international commitments, all of which promote sustainable development and green economy.
Regarding climate change mitigation, the detailed calculation of the wind farm’s carbon footprint shows that the project's final carbon footprint is negative. Specifically, the project will prevent the emission of 1,869,707.05 tons of CO2 equivalent (CO2eq) during its construction and operation phases. Wind farms inherently produce no greenhouse gases or other harmful pollutants. Therefore, this project will contribute to a reduction in pollutant emissions by displacing energy production from conventional means that rely on fossil fuels.

	(iv) Proponent/developer

	Name, address, telephone and fax numbers
	TERNA ENERGY S.M.S.A.  
85 Mesogeion Avenue, 11526 Athens, 
E: ternaenergy@terna-energy.com, T: 210 6968300

	




	

	(v) EIA documentation

	Is the EIA documentation (e.g. EIA report or EIS) included in the notification?
	
Yes        No         Partially ☑

	If the answer to the above is no or partially, description of additional documentation to be forwarded and (approximate) date(s) when documentation will be available
	Summary and Detailed Project Description is attached

	Additional information/comments
	

	2.  POINTS OF CONTACT

	(i) Points of contact for the possible affected Party or Parties

	Authority responsible for coordinating activities relating to the EIA (refer to decision I/3, appendix)
- Name, address, telephone and fax numbers
	
Ministry of Environment and Water
22 Maria-Luisa Blvd.
1000 SOFIA
Telephone: + 359 2 988 25 77
E-mail: espoo_eia_sea@moew.government.bg 


	List of affected Parties to which notification is being sent
	Republic of Bulgaria

	(ii) Points of contact for the Party of origin

	Authority responsible for coordinating activities relating to the EIA (refer to decision I/3, appendix)
- Name, address, telephone and fax numbers
	Directorate of Environmental Licensing
Ministry of Environment and Energy
11, Alexandras Av., 11473 ATHENS, Greece
E-mail: sec.dipa@prv.ypeka.gr 

	Decision-making authority if different than authority responsible for coordinating activities relating to the EIA
- Name, address, telephone and fax numbers
	

	3. INFORMATION ON THE EIA PROCESS IN THE COUNTRY WHERE THE PROPOSED ACTIVITY IS LOCATED

	(i) Information on the EIA process that will be applied to the proposed activity

	Time schedule
	According to ar. 3, L. 4014/2011 as amended and occurs




	Opportunities for the affected Party or Parties to be involved in the EIA process
	According to ar. 3, L. 4014/2011 as amended and occurs
L. 2540/1997 Ratification of the Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context (Espoo Convention)

	Opportunities for the affected Party or Parties to review and comment on the notification and the EIA documentation
	L. 2540/1997 Ratification of the Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context (Espoo Convention)

	Nature and timing of the possible decision
	According to ar. 2, L. 2540/1997 “The original Party shall ensure that an environmental impact assessment is carried out, in accordance with the provisions of this Convention, before decisions are taken to authorise or undertake a proposed activity listed in Annex I which is likely to have significant adverse transboundary effects”.

It is noted that the project under evaluation is not included in Annex I.

	Process for approval of the proposed activity
	Annex IV of the L. 2540/1997 (Ratification of the Espoo Convention)

	Additional information/comments
	

	4.  INFORMATION ON THE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS IN THE COUNTRY OF ORIGIN

	Public participation procedures
	The Public participates in the EIA process by accessing the EIA report via the internet (https://eprm.ypen.gr) and submitting its opinions

	Expected start and duration of public consultation
	30 days after the reception of this notification

	Additional information/comments
	

	5.  DEADLINE FOR RESPONSE

	Date
	20 days after the reception of this notification






